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INTRODUCTION 

 

  The Lake Superior East Water Trail (LSEWT) development supports a broader Lake Superior Water Trail initiative 

that circumnavigates the entire Great Lake Superior.  The LSEWT segment connecting Grand Marais, Michigan to Sault 

Ste. Marie, Michigan is just over 113 miles following the south shore of Lake Superior and Upper St. Marys River.    It is 

the final segment of shoreline to be inventoried and mapped in the Eastern U.P. Region of Chippewa, Luce and 

Mackinac counties – which comprises Michigan’s “Tip of the Upper Mitt”.  

 Designation of a Water Trail in this region will draw paddlers, nature enthusiasts and other travelers from all 

over the world as is happening along the north shore – Ontario, Canada, and in western Michigan, Wisconsin and 

Minnesota along Lake Superior.   It will offer important opportunities to local municipalities, tribal communities, 

transportation organizations, outdoor/nature associations, historical/cultural organizations, educational organizations, 

research agencies and outfitters.  

The results of this planning effort have demonstrated that success of the LSEWT depends on commitment from 

local stakeholders to support and maintain the trail. Thus, long-term planning must proceed as a comprehensive, 

environmentally-sound, community-engaged process for the region, emphasizing the natural beauty, cultural and 

historical presence of Anishnaabe/First Nation, and diverse outdoor opportunities along this understated Great Lakes 

region. 

The goals of the Lake Superior East Water Trail are to: 1) increase access, 2) encourage stewardship and 3) 

promote coastal recreation along the Lake Superior shore. The project has four objectives to accomplish these goals:  
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• Assessment – Identify existing access points, facilities and attractions that are an asset to the proposed water 
trail.  
 

• Gap Analysis – Develop a plan for areas where access is limited and facilities do not exist for the water trail user 
in order to meet the objective of access every 5 miles and lodging every 10 miles along the route.  

• Implementation – Initiate discussions with property owners and trail users to help identify favorite routes and 
assets to include in the project, areas in need of improvement, and ideas for promotion.  Submit planning 
information back for inclusion in local recreation plans and site management plans to advance implementation 
efforts in future. 

• Develop Website - A website is the natural outreach component to potential water trail users. The website will 
be used as a resource to both promote the trail and to educate users about recreating along and protecting the 
Lake Superior coast. The website: www.upwatertrails.org is designed to encourage people to explore paddling in 
the Eastern Upper Peninsula and provides numerous resources for the beginner to the advanced paddler. 

BACKGROUND 

 

 A state-wide water trail initiative began in 2010, with a visionary group of volunteers from all over the state — 

people who work with coastal communities and love the Great Lakes – who convened to create the Michigan Great 

Lakes Water Trails Advisory Council.  This initiative was supported through a Michigan Sea Grant, in collaboration with 

the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality Office of the Great Lakes Coastal Zone Management Program (OGL 

CZM).  This voluntary group coalesced around the idea of a system of contiguous regional water trails along Michigan’s 

Great Lakes coasts and connecting waters. The Council’s ultimate ambition was to more effectively share information 

and coordinate marketing efforts for visitors and residents interested in accessing Michigan’s spectacular shoreline. 

This framework promotes sustainability, tourism, recreation and related economic development in coastal 

communities. 
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 Surrounded by three Great Lakes and the connecting waterway of the St. Marys River, it was only natural for the 

Eastern U.P. Regional Planning and Development to assist in this initiative on behalf of the communities in the eastern 

U.P. region.  With support from the MDEQ OGL CZM program and the local communities, the EUP segment of the north 

shore of Lake Huron was inventoried and mapped in 2011. In 2012, the EUPRP&DC partnered with the Lake Michigan 

Water Trail team to complete an inventory and analysis of that shoreline as well.  Throughout this time, our neighbors 

to the north, Canadians, have been planning a Trans-Continental Trail (TCT) system across the Country.  When the land 

became too rugged, a water trail along the north shore of Lake Superior was added as a connection.  The Canadian’s 

TCT initiative will be completed July 1, 2017 to coincide with the Country’s sesquicentennial anniversary.  The Lake 

Superior Watershed Conservancy, a bi-national organization, took the lead coordinating of a total Lake Superior Water 

Trail including partners along the north and south shores. 

With only the Lake Superior and St. Marys River shoreline segments remaining, in 2013 EUPRP&DC successfully 

applied to the Coastal Zone Program for funding to complete the inventory process along these remaining shorelines.  

With additional financial support from the Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians, this project will produce both an 

inter-active website combining all water access information to create a one-stop shop for the region, and provide back 

planning analysis, goals, objectives and strategies to local communities for inclusion in local recreation plans. 

PLANNING PROCESS 

 

Upon notice of successful funding, the EUPRP&DC set up a Water Trail Working Committee made up of local 

partners and volunteers which began to meet monthly.  Under the direction of the LSEWT Working Committee 

(LSEWTWC), EUPRP&DC developed this plan between October, 2014 and December, 2015 which allowed for the 

identification and mapping of key water trail access points, with attention to varied waterway user capacities and 

community interests.  The Lake Superior East Water Trail Plan is focused on increasing and improving public access to 
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the Lake Superior shoreline, Upper St. Marys River and coastal waters within the state of Michigan, as well as 

identifying sensitive areas for protection and stewardship, and recording ecological/cultural/historical information for 

education and promotion. 

The LSEWTWC agreed upon using a standardized planning process to develop a plan for the Lake Superior East 

Water Trail, using similar methods within each region located along the shoreline from the western U.P. Michigan, 

Wisconsin, Minnesota and Ontario, Canada. The LSEWTWC embraced the principles of the National Park Service (NPS) 

Best Management Practice (BMP) Criteria as a planning guideline. NPS BMPs are required for a future National Water 

Trail designation.  The LSEWTWC also determined that the water trail plan would use the criteria for access every five 

miles and lodging every ten miles, and applied that principle during the planning process.   

Kick-off meetings were held across the region to inform the communities and public about the project and invite 

partnerships and input.  A web-page was developed on EUP Regional Planning’s website to provide information about 

the project, planning process and how to become involved.  Quarterly newsletters were created and distributed to 

keep the partners informed on the project’s progress. 

EUPRP&DC researched and collected information about each access site and paddling-related amenities in 

partnership with local governments, convention and visitor bureaus, conservation districts, and the public.  The 

information thus collected was reviewed and analyzed and strategies were developed to implement the goals and 

objectives.  The following report contains the findings related to the four proposed objectives, summarizing the 

outcomes of the mapping, community engagement and site-visit efforts.  These activities and outcomes form the basis 

for the recommendations and implementation strategy, which will catalyze the project into the next stage. 

Coastal public access points vary from nondescript rustic pathways leading to the shore to fully developed 

modern marinas. Between these extremes are public parks, campgrounds, waysides, boat launches, beaches and other 
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developed facilities designed for public recreation which provide access to Lake Superior. In addition, thousands of 

acres of public lands adjoin the coast.   

OBJECTIVE ONE: ASSESSMENT OF THE LAKE SUPERIOR – EAST WATER TRAIL SEGMENT: GRAND MARAIS TO SAULT STE. 
MARIE, MICHIGAN 

  

Between October, 2014 and August of 2015, EUPRP&DC engaged in extensive mapping, access site assessment and 

community engagement efforts along the south shore segment of Lake Superior in the Eastern Upper Peninsula region 

from the community of Grand Marais east to the City of Sault Sainte Marie.   Potential public access sites were 

identified using a variety of sources including past studies, plat books, parcel data, and existing plans.  Field 

reconnaissance was conducted to search for evidence of public use, collect data and take photographs. Field data was 

compiled and submitted to local property owners for review and verification.  As a result of these efforts, EUPRP&DC 

has successfully accomplished the following:  

1. Identification of 9 primary access locations, 24 secondary access and 5 emergency access sites.  

• Access Classification 

The compiled inventory of public access points for the 5 trail segments details their current 
characteristics. The dataset details the presence or absence of parking, public camping land, restrooms, 
power outlets, lighting, signage, boat launches, and launching fee requirements. Based on these 
attributes, each site was then classified as a primary site, secondary site, or emergency access. 

 
ACCESS CLASSIFICATION 
Primary Access • A site that enables access from land to water and water to land that public can drive to   

• Landowner is/or is willing to make their site a public LSEWT access point and willing to 
contribute to the project (in-kind and/or financial) 

• Available Restroom 
• Available Parking 
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• Relatively easy, safe launch 
• Universal accessibility (where possible) 
• Has or is willing to install the following amenities:  primary signage and/or flag identified 

by LSWT coordinating agency, garbage/recycling receptacles; dog waste dispensers, 
universal accessible picnic table 

 
Secondary Access • Relatively safe and easy place to access the LSEWT from land and water 

• Public land 
• Public place to park 
• Willing to install secondary signage (24”x24”), aluminum powder-coated, reflective with 

symbol of LSWT, logos of LSWC and local water trail partner 
Emergency Access • Non-ideal carry-in access site that may be only a road that ends at the water.   Use of 

these sites (primarily road ends) is restricted by limited parking options, high user conflict 
potential, or agreements with site owners that only permit emergency egress. Primarily 
during inclement weather. 
 

 

2. A detailed assessment of each site. 

3. Community engagement and partnership development through meetings, interviews and consultations with 
stakeholders. 
 

4. A highlight of key issues with a preliminary “recommendations and implementation” strategy. 
 

The community members and other stakeholders involved in initial dialogue around the water trail included 

representatives from the Bay Mills Indian Community, Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians, State of Michigan 

State Parks, US Hiawatha National Forest and Park Service, US Fish and Wildlife, US Coast Guard, US Customs and 

Border, Economic Development Corporations, region and municipal organizations, environmental groups, nature 

conservancies, private businesses, trail advocacy groups, and many others.  These individuals and groups contributed 

significantly to a more extensive exploration of the risks and opportunities along the proposed trail and overall vision.  

Community members were vital to elevating our capacity to identify and flag some of the key issues that will need to 
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be addressed as the project moves forward. At this point in the planning process, the interest and enthusiasm 

demonstrated presents tremendous potential for the water trail and a general readiness of communities and 

stakeholders to move forward in partnership to the next phase. 
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PUBLIC ACCESS SITES 

This document organizes access points geographically, from west to east. Each site is categorized by county, 
minor civil division or community. The access point descriptions on pages 14-55 provide locational information 
including a reference map, photos, GPS coordinates and driving directions.  Site facilities, amenities and recreational 
opportunities are also 
identified using 
symbols and text. The 
tables on pages 57-60 
provide detailed 
information about 
site conditions and 
recommendations for 
possible 
improvements to 
increase accessibility, 
enhance safety or to 
improve recreational 
opportunities. The 
project area has been 
broken down into 5 
segments. Geography 
allows a distinct 
separation to include 
the following: 

  

Picture 1 Dark skies over Lake Superior                                                                                                                                                                  
Photo Credit:  (unless otherwise noted all photos are from E. Benoit) 
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1. Shipwreck Coast – this 59.2 mile long segment of shoreline starts in the west where Central U.P.’s Hiawatha Water Trail 
ends at Grand Marais and runs east to the tip of Whitefish Point, Chippewa County.  The water trail connects three 
counties, Alger, Luce and Chippewa.  The shoreline is varied, mostly sandy beach, strewn with pebbles and rocks and 
in some places littered with logs.   In some areas there are steep banks subject to erosion, but overall a mostly 
level shore. About 35 miles of this section of shoreline 
is under public land ownership.  There is access to one 
major river system, the Two-Hearted River, and 
multiple connections to the North Country Trail. 

Access Type Total 
Boat Launch 2 
Carry In 9 
Grand Total 11 

  

Picture 3: - Lake Superior Shoreline at Lake Superior State Forest Campground looking west.   

Picture 2:  Vermillion Point                                                                     
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Picture 4: At Whitefish Harbor of Refuge looking north at Whitefish Point.             

Picture 5: Piping Plover at Whitefish Point                  

    
3. Whitefish Bay – from the tip of Whitefish Point to just south of the Tahquamenon River at Silver Creek, this 17 mile 

section of shoreline makes up the west side of Whitefish Bay running into the smaller Tahquamenon Bay.  With just under 
a mile of public land along this segment there is a gap of greater than 11 miles in public facilities.  The constant surf and 
wave action of Lake Superior, as well as ice in the winter, make shoreline erosion a major concern for private land 
owners.  Along the route are private resorts and lodging.   

  
Access Type Total 

Boat Launch 2 
Carry In 2 
Emergency 1 
Grand Total 5 
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Picture 7:  Pendills Creek beach looking east                                          

Picture 6:  Naomikong Point area looking west 

Photo Credit: D. Dougherty 

 

 
4. Hiawatha Forest – beginning at Silver Creek and ending at Point Iroquois, this section of the Lake Superior East Water 

Trail is 28.5 miles long.  At Iroquois Point Lake Superior merges into the upper St. Mary’s River.   Much of this section of 
shoreline is public with 4.5 miles of State land and nearly 24 miles of US Hiawatha National Forest ownership.  There are 
a number of creeks that empty into Lake Superior with paved pull-off areas that allow for dispersed camping and beach 
access.  There is a federal campground with Lake Superior access, as well as nearby camping at Monocle Lake.  In 
addition, many private resorts or rentals are available.      

Access Type Total 
Boat Launch  
Carry In 12 
Emergency  
Grand Total 12 
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Picture 8:  Point Iroquois looking west                                                                         

Picture 9:  Brimley State Park boat launch looking east                                               

 
5. Waishkey Bay – Covering sixteen miles from Point Iroquois to Round Island Point, this section includes Bay Mills Indian 

Community shoreline and the community of Brimley in Waishkey and Back Bays in the upper St. Marys River.  The bay 
was named for Waishkai, chief of a local Chippewa tribe.1  Along this corridor of shoreline there is approximately 1.5 
miles of State land and just over 2 miles of Tribal owned land. 

Access Type Total 
Boat Launch 4 
Carry In 2 
Emergency  
Grand Total 6 

 

  

1 Michigan; a Guide to the Wolverine State, MI State Administrative Board, 1941 
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6. Bahweting – The final section of the Lake Superior East Water Trail, from Round Island Point to Ashmun Bay in Sault 
Ste. Marie, is an 11 mile segment in the upper St. Marys River, connecting the communities of Brimley and Sault 
Ste. Marie, Michigan.  Sault Ste. Marie is the oldest city in Michigan, and the third-oldest city in the United States.  
Its history has been shaped by the wealth of adjacent aquatic 
resources.  Over 2,000 years ago, Native Americans began to 
gather here for the wealth of fish and fur found along the rushing 
waters of the wide, turbulent river that linked the Great Lakes of 
Superior and Huron. They called the area “Baahweting,” or “The 
Gathering Place.”   The river below the rapids provided an 
abundance of fish for native peoples, as well as for several tribes 
from throughout the region, which migrated here during the peak 
fishing season. To this day, it remains a world-class spot for sport 
fishing.    The shoreline area west of the Sault is also known 
locally as “the Clay Banks or High Banks” due to the red clay 
along this portion of shoreline.  The majority of shoreline is made 
up of forest or wetlands, with more residential areas closer to the 
City. 

Access Type Total 
Boat Launch 2 
Carry In 1 
Emergency  
Grand Total 3 

  

Picture 10:  Ashmun Bay                                                              
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SHIPWRECK COAST: SITES 1-11 
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SITE 1:  BAYSHORE PARK  

County:  Alger         

GPS Location: Lat 46.672103999999997, Long -85.983748000000006 

 

Contact: PO Box 430 

Grand Marais, MI  49839 

(906) 494-2381 

http://www.burttownship.com 

 

Bayshore Park, located right downtown Grand Marais across from 
the greenspace on the bay hill, offers a beautiful, white sand 
beach with bathhouse, volleyball court, handicap parking, 
covered picnic pavilion/bandstand, and playground. This is event 
central for the 4th of July celebration, Memorial Day, and other 
events throughout the year.  Boat ramp is located on west end of 
beach. 

 

 

  

Boat Access Boat Launch 
Parking Paved 
Campground No 
Restroom Modern 
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SITE 2:  CEMETERY ROAD END 

County:  Alger         

GPS Location: Lat 46.674750000000003, Long -85.947954999999993 

Contact: E9264 M-28 

Munising, MI  49862 

(906) 387-2042 

http://www.algerroads.org 

 

Cemetery Road is a short road segment that intersects H-58 as 
one heads east, the cemetery is on the corner and a left (north) 
will take you to the waterfront.  Signs post no parking, but site 
could be used as a drop-off or pick-up for a short 2 mile paddle to 
or from Bayshore Park. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Boat Access Carry-In 
Parking On Road 
Campground No 
Restroom None 
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SITE 3:  LAKE SUPERIOR STATE FOREST CAMPGROUND 

County:  Luce         

GPS Location: Lat 46.67725225, Long -85.7626798605 

 

Contact: 30042 County Road 407 

Newberry, MI  49868 

               (906) 658-3338 

http://www.michigandnr.com/parksandtrails/ 

 

East of Grand Marais along County Road H58 approximately 8 
miles west of Muskallonge Lake this State Forest rustic 
campground is situated on the shores of Lake Superior.  Each of 
the 18 campsites has a fire pit and picnic table and are available 
on first come-first serve basis with no reservations.  There are pit 
toilets and a hand-pump for water.  The North Country Trail runs 
through this campground.  Additional campgrounds are available 
at nearby Blind Sucker Flooding and Muskalonge Lake State Park. 

 

  

  

Boat Access Carry-In 
Parking Parking at each campsite 
Campground Rustic 
Restroom Rustic 
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SITE 4:  PERRY'S LANDING 

County:  Luce         

GPS Location: Lat 46.676713, Long -85.743932000000001 

Contact: 30042 County Road 407 

Newberry, MI  49868 

(906) 658-3338 

 

Approximately 12.5 miles east of Grand Marais and just east of 
the Lake Superior State Forest Campground on H-58 is this 
beautiful rock and sand beach. A wonderful place to hunt for lake 
stones!   A gravel parking area is just off the road with a pathway 
down to beach. 

 

  

Boat Access Carry-In 
Parking Gravel 
Campground No 
Restroom No 
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SITE 5:  MUSKALLONGE LAKE STATE PARK 

County:  Luce         

GPS Location: Lat 46.676937, Long -85.627463000000006 

Contact: 30042 County Road 407 

Newberry, MI  49868 

(906) 658-3338 

http://www.michigandnr.com/parksandtrails/ 
 

Muskallonge Lake State Park is a 217-acre campground complex 
situated between the shores of Lake Superior and Muskallonge 
Lake.   There are 159 sites in this modern campground with 
electric, modern restrooms, playground, and boat ramp on 
Muskallonge Lake.  Directly across the road is a long stairway 
access to the Lake Superior beach.  Also across the road and just 
a little ways east is a pull-off picnic area with a restroom and 
informational signage that has access to the beach along a path 
that is more ADA accessible.  The area is well known for its 
forests, lakes and streams.  Muskallonge Lake State Park is 
located 28 miles northwest of Newberry in Luce County.  A 
recreation passport is needed and camp fees vary ($18.00-$20.00 
per night) depending on season. 

 

 

 

 

  

Boat Access Carry-In 
Parking Paved 
Campground Modern 
Restroom Modern 
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SITE 6:  MOUTH OF THE TWO HEARTED RIVER STATE FOREST CAMPGROUND & BOAT LAUNCH 

County:  Luce         

GPS Location: Lat 46.697928075, Long -85.422249856500002 

   Contact: 41382 West M-123 

Paradise, MI  49768 

(906) 492-3415 

http://www.dnr.state.mi.us/parksandtrails 

Located on Lake Superior at the mouth of the Two-Hearted 
River this rustic campground includes vault toilets and 
potable water from well hand pump.   There are 39 sites 
available on a first-come, first-serve basis for tent and 
small trailer use.   The near-by boat launch has a hard-
surfaced ramp onto the Two Hearted River.   The area has 
limited water depth where launching and retrieving of 
largest boats may be difficult and not recommended. The 
site is signed. 

 

 
Boat Access 

Boat Launch 

Parking Gravel 
Campground Rustic 
Restroom Vault 
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SITE 7:  LITTLE LAKE HARBOR 

County:  Luce         

GPS Location: Lat 46.715868, Long -85.359164000000007 

Contact: 41382 West M-123 

Paradise, MI  49768 

(906) 293-5900 

http://www.mcgi.state.mi.us/MRBIS 

Little Lake Harbor is located on the south shore of Lake 
Superior, about 21 miles west of Whitefish Point and 30 
miles east of Grand Marais. It provides for small craft a  
harbor of refuge with an entrance channel 12 feet deep 
from Lake Superior into Little Lake, protected by two 
rubblemound breakwaters, east and west, the lengths of 
which are 269 and 921 feet, respectively.  There are 2 
hard-surface ramps with sufficient water depth to 
accommodate all trailerable watercraft (minimum of 2.5 - 
3 feet deep at a distance of 20 feet from shore).   

Boat Access Boat Launch 
Parking Gravel 
Campground No 
Restroom Rustic 
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SITE 8:  CRISP POINT LIGHTHOUSE 

County:  Luce         

GPS Location: Lat 46.75286, Long -85.257251999999994 

Contact: 450 W Marr Rd 

Howell, MI   

(517) 546-5283 

http://crisppointlighthouse.org/ 

Located approximately 12 to 13 miles west of Whitefish 
Point in a remote area in Michigan's Upper Peninsula. The 
lighthouse was constructed in 1903 and 1904 and became 
operational on May 5, 1904. It was decommissioned in 
1993.  Originally this site contained a lifesaving station and 
quarters, a two family brick light keeper's house with 
basement, a brick fog signal building, an oil house, two 
frame barns, a boat house and landing, a tramway, a 
lighthouse tower, and a brick service room entrance 
building. Today all that remains is the lighthouse tower and 
part of the brick service room. Most of the service room 
was washed away by Lake Superior in November of 1996.  
Take County Road 500 to County Road 412, watch for the 
lighthouse signs and expect about a 45 minute drive on 
two-track gravel road once you leave the main road M-123. 

 

  

Boat Access Carry-In 
Parking Gravel/Sand 
Campground No 
Restroom Modern 
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SITE 9:  VERMILION 

County:  Chippewa         

GPS Location: Lat 46.75286, Long -85.257251999999994 

Contact: 3264 Powell Road 

Harbor Springs, MI  49740 

(231) 347-0991 

www.landtrust.org 

Located west of Whitefish Point lies 175 acres managed by 
the Little Traverse Conservancy as a nature preserve.  The 
site was historically a life saving station and some of the 
structures still remain. The LTC, in cooperation with Lake 
Superior State University and other organizations, utilizes 
one of the 1938 Coast Guard structures, but not the 1876 
USLSS building, for research purposes.   This preserve is 
defined by the majesty and moods of Lake Superior and its 

remote location.  It contains a wide sandy beach, 
low shore dunes, upland forest, old cranberry bog 
wetlands, and a stream. Ecologically, the land is 
known habitat for the federally endangered piping 
plover.  Take Whitefish Pt. Road north to 
Vermilion Road.  Andrus Lake State Forest 
Campground is 
located on this 
road and would 
make a good 
base camp. 

  

Boat Access Carry-In 
Parking Gravel/Sand 
Campground No 
Restroom Rustic 
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SITE 10:  WHITEFISH TOWNSHIP PROPERTY 

County:  Chippewa         

GPS Location: Lat 46.771415, Long -84.993179999999995 

Contact: P.O. Box 350 

Paradise, MI  49768 

http://whitefishtownship.com/ 

 

West of Whitefish Point is a piece  of shoreline 
property owned by the Township. At one time there 
was  a gravel parking lot and pit toilet, however the 
township cannot maintain it due to extreme erosion. 
It is not suitable as it is at this time, and 
unaccessable by road except for by ORV. Township is 
considering letting it revert back to State ownership.   

  

Boat Access Carry-In 
Parking None 
Campground No 
Restroom No 
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SITE 11:  WHITEFISH POINT LIGHT STATION 

County:  Chippewa         

GPS Location: Lat 46.77044, Long -84.95805 

Contact: 18335 N. Whitefish Point Road 

Paradise, MI  49768 

(888) 492-3747 

http://www.shipwreckmuseum.com 

Whitefish Point is located at the extreme southeastern end 
of Lake Superior. It is a critical turning point for all vessel 
traffic entering and leaving this largest of all the Great 
Lakes.  It can be reached by travelling north on Whitefish 
Point Road approximately 11 miles north of Paradise.  The 
Point is shared by the Great Lakes Shipwreck Historical 
Society and the Whitefish Point Bird Observatory.    There 
is a large parking area with sidewalk and boardwalk as well 
as trails to the beach.   

 

 

Boat Access Carry-In 
Parking Paved 
Campground No 
Restroom Modern 
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WHITEFISH BAY: SITES 12-16 
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SITE 12:  WHITEFISH POINT HARBOR 

County:  Chippewa         

GPS Location: Lat 46.761394, Long -84.964905999999999 

Contact: 41382 West M-123 

Paradise, MI  49768 

(906) 492-3415 

 

Located on Whitefish Point Road approximately 10 
miles north of Paradise.  This site includes a hard-
surface boat ramp with sufficient water depth to 
accommodate all trailerable watercraft (minimum of 
2.5 - 3 feet deep at a distance of 20 feet from 
shore). The site is signed. 

 

 

  

Boat Access Boat Launch 
Parking Gravel 
Campground No 

Restroom Rustic 

Andrus Lake 
State Forest 
Campground 
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SITE 13:  WHITEFISH TOWNSHIP COMMUNITY CENTER   

COUNTY: Chippewa 

GPS Location: Lat 46.607971, Long -85.038107999999994 

Contact: P.O. Box 350 
Paradise, MI  49768 
http://whitefishtownship.com/ 

 

 Not suitable for water access at this time due to 
shoreline conditions, this site has been categorized 
as emergency.  Adjacent property that Township is 
considering for acquisition to develop into a 
waterfront park  is currently owned by the Chippewa 
County Road Commission.  The community center 
has a paved parking lot and modern restrooms.  

   

 

 

 

Boat Access None 
Parking Paved 
Campground No 
Restroom Modern 
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SITE 14:  WHITEFISH BAY PICNIC AREA 

County:  Chippewa         

GPS Location: Lat 46.562888, Long -85.029283000000007 

Contact: 41382 West M-123 

Paradise, MI  49768 

(906) 492-3415 

 

Whitefish Bay Pinic Area is a roadside rest area with 
picnic tables, benches and rustic bathrooms.  The 
shoreline is protected by limestone rip rap which 
makes landing and launching challenging.  Just down 
the shoreline is a boat launch facility. 

  

Boat Access Carry-In 
Parking Paved 
Campground No 
Restroom Rustic 
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SITE 15:  TAHQUAMENON RIVERMOUTH BOAT LAUNCH 

County:  Chippewa         

GPS Location: Lat 46.554981, Long -85.031144999999995 

Contact: 32130 W. South River Road 

Paradise, MI  49768 

(906) 492-3415 

 

This site is located at the mouth of the 
Tahquamenon River.  A hard-surface ramp with 
sufficient water depth to accommodate all 
trailerable watercraft (minimum of 2.5 - 3 feet deep 
at a distance of 20 feet from shore). The site is 
signed.  There is paved parking and rustic toilets 
with boardwalk and benches along shoreline.  Paddle 
a short distance up river to the campground.  

 

  

Boat Access Boat Launch 
Parking Paved 
Campground No 
Restroom Rustic 
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SITE 16:  TAHQUAMENON RIVERMOUTH CAMPGROUND 

County:  Chippewa         

GPS Location: Lat 46.562888, Long -85.029283000000007 

Contact: 41382 West M-123 

Paradise, MI  49768 

(906) 492-3415 

http://www.michigandnr.com/parksan
dtrails/ 

  

Modern 72-site campground, as well as a 36-site 
rustic camp situated on the Tahquamenon  River; 
kayak rentals available.  Miles of trails for mountain 
biking or hiking.     

 

 

 

Boat Access Carry-In 
Parking Paved 
Campground Yes 
Restroom Modern 
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HIAWATHA FOREST: SITES 17-28 
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SITE 17:  BARK DOCK 

County:  Chippewa         

GPS Location: Lat 46.562888, Long -85.029283000000007 

Contact: W1900 US 2 

St. Ignace, MI  49781 

(906) 643-7900 

http://www.fs.usda.gov/hiawatha 

 

The Bark Dock site includes a parking area and rustic 
bathroom.  It is a North Country Trail trailhead and 
provides access to the NCT and Lake Superior. 

 

  

Boat Access Carry-In 
Parking Paved 
Campground No 
Restroom Rustic 
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SITE 18:  BYWAY PULL-OFF 

County:  Chippewa         

GPS Location: Lat 46.479909, Long -85.018579000000003 

Contact: W1900 US 2 

St. Ignace, MI  49781 

(906) 643-7900 

http://www.fs.usda.gov/hiawatha 
 

Pull-off on west side of Scenic Byway, primitive 
camping and trail to beach across road. 

 

  

Boat Access Carry In 
Parking Paved 
Campground No 
Restroom No 
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SITE 19:  SHALLOWS PARKING AREA 

County:  Chippewa         

GPS Location: Lat 46.477177, Long -84.983557000000005 

Contact: W1900 US 2 
St. Ignace, MI  49781 
(906) 643-7900 
http://www.fs.usda.gov/hiawatha 

 

 The Shallows Parking Area includes a parking lot 
with wooden post parking barricades and a single 
prefabricated toilet building. The site is a North 
Country Trail (NCT) trailhead, and provides access to 
Lake Superior and the NCT. This is one of three 
locations along the Byway that access the NCT (a 
National Scenic Trail). 

 

  

Boat Access Carry-In 
Parking Paved 
Campground No 
Restroom Rustic 
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SITE 20:  NAOMIKONG OVERLOOK 

County:  Chippewa         

GPS Location: Lat 46.473044, Long -84.957417000000007 

Contact: W1900 US 2 
St. Ignace, MI  49781 
(906) 643-7900 
http://www.fs.usda.gov/hiawatha 

 

The North Country Trail traverses through much of the northern 
Hiawatha National Forest System lands in Chippewa County, and 
intersects with the Byway at the Naomikong Overlook, 
approximately three (3) miles west of Salt Point Road. At the 
overlook one can catch glimpses of Lake Superior. A series of 
stairs and trails wind their 
way from the parking area 
down to Lake Superior. 

 

  

Boat Access Carry In 
Parking Paved 
Campground No 
Restroom Rustic 
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SITE 21:  SALT POINT ROAD END 

County:  Chippewa         

GPS Location: Lat 46.465848, Long -84.905975999999995 

Contact: 3949 S. Mackinac Trail 
Sault Ste. Marie, MI  49783 

 

Located on the Curley Lewis Scenic Byway, Salt Point Road 
ends at the water front with a small sandy beach parking 
area. 

 

 

  

Boat Access Carry In 
Parking Sand/Gravel 
Campground No 
Restroom No 
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SITE 22:  NARROWS EAST AND WEST 

County:  Chippewa         

GPS Location: Lat 46.465848, Long -84.905975999999995 

Contact: W1900 US 2 
St. Ignace, MI  49781 
(906) 643-7900 
http://www.fs.usda.gov/hiawatha 

 
Narrows East and West Parking areas provide access 
from the byway to the Lake Superior Shoreline. 
Current facilities include parking area. This is a 
popular spot for swimming on a warm summer’s day.  

 

 

 

 

  

Boat Access Carry In 
Parking Paved 
Campground No 
Restroom No 
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SITE 23:  PENDILLS CREEK FISH HATCHERY 

County:  Chippewa         

GPS Location: Lat 46.443106, Long -84.821050999999997 

Contact: 21990 W. Trout Lane 
Brimley, MI  49719 
(906) 437-5231 
http://www.fws.gov/midwest/PendillsCreek/index.
html 

The Fish Hatchery is located four miles west of Dollar Settlement, 
and is open Monday-Friday from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. Weekend outdoor 
visitation is allowed, but the visitor center is closed. Directly across 
Lakeshore Drive from the hatchery is a fantastic day use area for 
picnicking and freighter viewing.  The day-use park is open from 6:00 
AM to 10:00 PM.    
Modern 
bathrooms are 
available across 
the road at Fish 
Hatchery Building 
and are open 24 
hours.  

 

 

 

 

Boat Access Carry-In 
Parking Gravel/Sand 
Campground No 
Restroom Modern 
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SITE 24:  BAY VIEW CAMPGROUND 

County:  Chippewa         

GPS Location: Lat 46.450927, Long -84.777547999999996 

Contact: W1900 US 2 
St. Ignace, MI  49781 
(906) 643-7900 
http://www.fs.usda.gov/hiawatha 

 

Secluded just off the Curley Lewis Highway amongst 
very large pine trees, this semi-rustic campground 
offers full beach access and 24 sites with drinking 
water and toilets conveniently spaced through the 
campground. The campground is located about seven 
(7) miles west of Dollar Settlement and about 15 
miles west of the Brimley corners. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Boat Access Carry In 
Parking Paved 
Campground Yes 
Restroom Rustic 
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SITE 25:  BIG PINES PICNIC AREA 

County:  Chippewa         

GPS Location: Lat 46.455378, Long -84.758737999999994 

Contact: W1900 US 2 
St. Ignace, MI  49781 
(906) 643-7900 
http://www.fs.usda.gov/hiawatha 

 

Area residents often identify the Big Pines Picnic Area west 
of Brimley as their favorite place along the Byway. The site 
is part of the Hiawatha National Forest. Loggers left some 
good-size pines here. Now, a hundred years later, they 
have grown very large indeed. The picnic area is located on 
the Curley Lewis Highway just west of Dollar Settlement 
and Ranger Road (which 
adjoins M-28 near Raco, six 
miles south), and about 
one mile east of Bay View 
Campground. 

 

 

 

 

 

Boat Access Carry-In 
Parking Paved 
Campground No 
Restroom Rustic 
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SITE 26:  ACCESS ROAD END 

County:  Chippewa         

GPS Location: Lat 46.485925, Long -84.672099000000003 

Contact: Chippewa County Road Commission 
  3949 S. Mackinac Trail 

Sault Ste. Marie, MI  49783 
surveyor@nodinwifi.com  

   

Located near the Bay Mills Township Hall and 
Community Park, the end of Access Road has beach 
access.  This location could be used as a drop-
off/pick-up site and a trail user could park at the 
Township Hall.  

 

 

   

  

Boat Access Carry In 
Parking Gravel 
Campground No 
Restroom Yes 
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SITE 27:  BAY MILLS TOWNSHIP WATERFRONT PROPERTY 

County:  Chippewa         

GPS Location: Lat 46.674750000000003, Long -85.947954999999993 

Contact: 14740 W. Lakeshore Dr.  
Brimley, MI  49715 

 

Located on Lakeshore Drive this is a pedestrian 
access to Lake Superior for Monocle Lake Area 
Subdivision residents and the general public for 
viewing, swimming, and walking on the beach. 
No motorized vehicle access or parking.   
Township has installed a stairway with benches 
to the beach.  

 

 

 

 

  

Boat Access Carry-In 
Parking None 
Campground No 
Restroom None 
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SITE 28:  POINT IROQUOIS LIGHTHOUSE 

County:  Chippewa         

GPS Location: Lat 46.484249, Long -84.632180000000005 

Contact: W1900 US 2 
St. Ignace, MI  49781 
(906) 643-7900 
http://www.fs.usda.gov/hiawatha 

 

 Point Iroquois Lighthouse is located about 8 miles west of 
Brimley on the Whitefish Bay Scenic Byway.  The lighthouse 
is a key attraction along the Byway.  Part of the lighthouse 
has been renovated and includes a museum, bookstore, and 
caretaker’s quarters. There are modern restrooms that are 
open year-round.  A boardwalk with benches along the 
beach offer a nice view of the Lake.  The beach is a stony, 
sand mix 
mostly 
level area.  
There is a 
large 
paved 
parking 
lot. 

 

  

Boat Access Carry In 
Parking Paved 
Campground No 
Restroom Modern 
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WAISHKEY BAY: SITES 29-34 
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SITE 29:  BAY MILLS RIVERVIEW RV CAMPGROUND 

County:  Chippewa         

GPS Location: Lat 46.450951000000003, Long -84.598434999999995 

Contact: 12214 W. Lakeshore Dr. 
Brimley, MI  49715 
(906) 248-3354 
http://www.bmcc.edu/Pages/default.
aspx 

 

This campground is located on the Bay Mills Indian 
Reservation behind the baseball diamond and on the 
shores of Lake Superior. 

 

 

 

 

  
Boat Access Carry-In 
Parking Gravel 
Campground Yes - RV 
Restroom Modern 
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SITE 30:  BAY MILLS POINT BOAT LAUNCH 

County:  Chippewa         

GPS Location: Lat 46.450951000000003, Long -84.598434999999995 

Contact: Brimley, MI  49715 
http://outdoormichigan.org/feature/1
0740 

 

An undeveloped DNR boat launch for small craft 
located on Sawmill Point Road. 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

  

Boat Access Boat Launch 
Parking Yes 
Campground No 
Restroom No 
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SITE 31:  BAY MILLS RESORT & CASINO 

County:  Chippewa         

GPS Location: Lat 46.424539, Long -84.602605999999994 

Contact: 11386 W Lake Shore Drive 
Brimley, MI  49715 
baymillscasinos.com 

 

Bay Mills Resort & Casinos is located in Brimley, 
Michigan on the shores of Lake Superior.  Bay Mills 
offers two separate casinos, 142 hotel rooms, four 
different restaurants, 124 RV sites and a 
championship 18-hole golf course.  There is a large 
parking area, boat launch and marina area. 

 

 

  

Boat Access Boat Launch 
Parking Paved 
Campground RV 
Restroom Modern 
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SITE 32:  SUPERIOR TOWNSHIP WAISHKEY RIVER WATERFRONT PARK 

County:  Chippewa         

GPS Location: Lat 46.411669, Long -84.572568000000004 

Contact: 7049 S. M221 

  Brimley, MI 49715 

A small park located at the corner of M-221 and W. 
Lakeshore Drive along the Waishkey River, in the 
initial stages of development of a new recreational 
facility. The site has a parking area, boat drop-off 
area and launch site, picnic tables, trash 
receptacles, and a porta john.  Proposed 
improvements will also include vault toilets, 
improved picnic area, pavilion, outdoor grills, 
playground, trash cans, and informational kiosks.  In 
addition, the Township plans include a barrier-free 
Universal Access EZ Dock to launch canoes/kayaks, a 
barrier-free lighted fishing pier & boat dock, a 
launch for small craft and improved turn-around 
area for vehicles, and potable drinking water. 

 

 

  Boat Access Boat Launch 
Parking Gravel 
Campground No 
Restroom Porta john 
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SITE 33:  BRIMLEY STATE PARK 

County:  Chippewa         

GPS Location: Lat 46.414185000000003, Long -84.557086999999996 

Contact: 9200 W. 6 Mile Road 
Brimley, MI  49715 
(906) 248-3422 

         http://www.dnr.state.mi.us/parksandtrails 
  

Brimley State Park is a state park established in 1923, it is one of 
the oldest state parks in the region. The initial 38 acres were a 
gift from the Village of Brimley, with the remaining area acquired 
through purchase or exchange.  Brimley State Park provides 
recreational opportunities along the beautiful shore of Lake 
Superior's Whitefish Bay.  Brimley features hunting, fishing, 
boating, camping and hiking.  Travel west along W. 6 Mile Road 
approximately 9 miles from Sault Ste. Marie.  From I-75, take 
Highway M-28 west and M-
221 north to Brimley 
turning right onto W. 6 
Mile, the park is marked 
and requires a recreation 
passport. 

 

  

Boat Access Boat Launch 
Parking Paved 
Campground Yes 
Restroom Modern 
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SITE 34:  ROUND ISLAND NATURE CONSERVANCY 

County:  Chippewa         

GPS Location: Lat 46.445836, Long -84.502277 

Contact: 3264 Powell Road 
Harbor Springs, MI  49740 
(231)347-0991 
www.landtrust.org 

 

Located 20 minutes west of Sault Ste. Marie and just four 
miles from Brimley, the Round Island Point Nature 
Preserve is a large tract of wild land within easy reach of 
downtown. The extensive woods and wetlands support 
deer, bear, porcupine, pileated woodpecker, bald eagle, 
and many species of songbirds.  A 1.6 mile loop trail 
provides access to the southern  portion of the preserve, 
winding through balsam fir woods, red pine plantation, 
maple and birch uplands, and alongside extensive beaver 
meadows. This trail also runs along the top of a steep 
bluff, offering spectacular views (especially in winter) of 
the St. Mary's River valley and the hills of Canada. A 
viewing deck, boardwalks, stairways, and a floating bog 
crossing enable visitors to enjoy the trail without 
damaging sensitive wetlands and slopes.  The Round 
Island Point Nature Preserve does not have developed 
facilities such as restrooms, water, playgrounds, or picnic 
areas. This rustic nature preserve is ideal for quiet hiking, 
snowshoeing, berry picking, and birdwatching.  

 

Boat Access Carry-In 
Parking None 
Campground No 
Restroom Rustic 
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BAHWETING: SITES 35-37 
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SITE 35:  FOREST ROAD END 

County:  Chippewa         

GPS Location: Lat 46.474814, Long -84.444629000000006 

Contact: Forest Road 
Sault Ste Marie, MI  49783 
 

In what is called the Shallows area, this road end - 
already being used as an access site - has a little 
area for parking, a cement ramp and bench.  Take 
Easterday Avenue west to Oak Street.  Follow Oak 
Street and turn left on W. 16th Street.  Take a left 
onto Bermuda and follow along until Forest Road and 
take a right to the shoreline.  As you drive you will 
pass the DNR Algonquin Cross-Country Ski Trail, 
which is also a nice hiking trail in the summer. 

 

 

 

  
Boat Access Boat Launch 
Parking Gravel 
Campground No 
Restroom No 
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SITE 36:  SHERMAN PARK 

County:  Chippewa         

GPS Location: Lat 46.487287, Long -84.417287999999999 

Contact: 4th Avenue & 24th Street 
Sault Ste Marie, MI  49783 
http://www.eyeonmichigan.com/guide
s/saultstemarie/ 

 

Sherman Park is a 68 acre park located on the upper 
St. Mary's River and contains the City's only public 
beach.   Take Easterday Avenue west and turn right 
on 4th Avenue.  Follow to the shoreline.  Amenities 
include a campground, a pavilion for rent, a 
playground, a large picnic area with picnic tables, 
horseshoe pits, changing rooms, restrooms, a large 
outdoor grill and much more. 25 Rustic Sites - First 
Come First Serve 

 

 

 

  

Boat Access Carry-In 
Parking Paved 
Campground Yes 
Restroom Modern 
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SITE 37:  ASHMUN BAY PARK 

County:  Chippewa         

GPS Location: Lat 46.498753, Long -84.375005999999999 

Contact: 225 E. Portage St. 
Sault Ste Marie, MI  49783 

 

Ashmun Bay Park is on the west side of Sault 
Ste. Marie and features boat launch facilities on the 
upper section of St. Mary's River. Take the last exit 
off I-75 before the International Bridge to Canada 
and turn left to cross over the highway.  At the stop 
sign take a right, which will lead you past the 
transportation welcome center.  A little farther you 
will find the drive on the left across from the 
Customs Building.  A fishing pier has been developed 

on the canal side of the 
property and it is a 
trailhead for the multi-use 
pathway connecting to the 
old Soo Line rail trail.   

 

 

 

   

Boat Access Boat Launch 
Parking Gravel 
Campground No 
Restroom Portajohn 
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OBJECTIVE TWO:  GAP ANALYSIS  

The Lake Superior East Water Trail contains 37 public access sites, of which 8 are campgrounds, and a variety of 

natural, cultural, and historical attractions and amenities. Inventory of the public access points has been used to perform 

a gap analysis and identify additional needs of public access and camping. The goal of this analysis is to identify segments 

along the water trail that should be targeted for improvement/development.  Ideally, the built-out Lake Superior East 

Water Trail should have no more than five miles between access sites with public restrooms available and no more than 

ten miles between public campgrounds.  There is an abundance of State and federal land along the shoreline of Lake 

Superior in this region that allows for dispersed or primitive camping within the guidelines set by each agency.  By 

designating a specific low-impact camping area within the identified gaps it will help to reduce the human impact and 

protect our most precious natural resource and eco-systems for generations to enjoy. 

The access sites were analyzed for their capacity to provide the public with access to water, shoreline from water, 

and access to public camping sites.  As the maps show, there are already many existing locations along Michigan’s Lake 

Superior shoreline that are suitable launching locations for day trips. Even with this is mind, many portions of the 

shoreline could benefit from improvement to access and amenities.  

The greatest need along these water trails are more: 

• Visible wayfinding and interpretive conservation signage at each access site 

• Secure lockups for kayaks 

• Public camping sites or designated areas in long gaps 

• Public restrooms and access features 

• ADA accessible boat ramps and lifts 
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Enhancement Zone Maps show segments that should be targeted for trail development. Each segment is described in 

the corresponding table. The gaps that are of most concern are the segments that are longer than five miles with access 

but no restrooms, and segments that are longer than ten miles but do not provide camping sites. 

GAP ANALYSIS CRITERIA 

Zone gap analysis for each water trail segment is based on, at minimum, the following criteria: 

• Presence of public access sites with restrooms within each five-mile stretch of the Lake Superior shoreline. 

• Presence of campground access sites with restrooms within each ten-mile stretch of the Lake Superior shoreline. 

• Presence of a public campground at access sites within each ten-mile stretch of the Lake Superior shoreline. 

• Conservation, wayfinding, and interpretive signage that faces both the water and land access. 

ENHANCEMENT ZONES 

Each zone begins and ends at an access point that is public and has restrooms available. Restrooms may be year-

round, seasonal, pit or flush. Other access sites that are located within these zones may be developed for public 

outdoor recreational purposes, but do not provide restrooms.  

Gap Zone From To Distance 
(miles) 

Enhancement Analysis 

Access/Camp A Grand Marais Lake Superior State 
Forest Campground 

11 This gap slightly exceeds the criteria of a 
campsite every 10 miles and access site every 
5 miles.   Designation and/or development of a 
landing site with a restroom facility 
(recommended compost toilet) at Alger/Luce 
County border on state land would provide the 
necessary rest area to meet the NPS standards. 
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Gap Zone From To Distance 
(miles) 

Enhancement Analysis 

Access B Lake Superior State 
Forest Campground 

Muskallonge Lake 
State Park 

7.8 Over the 5 mile criteria, most of the coast 
seen in this zone is state land which could 
allow for designation of a water trail rest area 
with a composting toilet. 

Access C Muskallonge Lake State 
Park 

Mouth of the Two-
Hearted River 

10.59 This gap is of no concern as it is just over the 
10 mile goal for camping.  Most of the coast 
seen in this zone is state land which could 
allow for the building/designation of rest area 
halfway between these two campgrounds for 
the water trail user. 

Access D Little Lake Harbor Crisp Pt. Lighthouse 6.41 This is one of the shortest gaps along the Lake 
Superior shoreline, but slightly over the 5 mile 
criteria. Most of the coast seen in this zone is 
state land which could allow for the building of 
more public restrooms and/or designation of a 
low-impact, rustic camp area. 

Access/Camp E Crisp Pt. Lighthouse Vermilion 6.17 Most of the coast seen in this zone is state land 
which could allow for the building of more 
public restrooms and/or designation of a low-
impact, rustic camp area. 

Access/Camp F Vermilion Whitefish Township 
Property 

7.21 The shoreline within the zone consists of wide 
sandy beaches, low shore dunes, upland 
forests, and streams. The access point at the 
Township property west of Whitefish Point is 
inaccessible from the road and pit toilets are 
unusable at this point in time.   Township is 
considering letting this property revert back to 
the State which could allow for designation of 
a low-impact, rustic camp area. 
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Gap Zone From To Distance 
(miles) 

Enhancement Analysis 

Camp G Mouth of the Two-
Hearted River 

Tahquamenon 
Rivermouth 

44.29 This is the largest gap between campgrounds 
along the shoreline.  There are more inland 
State Forest campgrounds for those travelling 
by vehicle.  This may be an area where a 
waterfront private resort or motel/hotel could 
be identified as an access point.  Having a 
public dock/marina facility located at the 
community of Paradise has been a long-time 
desire.  Should the opportunity arise, future 
land acquisition or public easement in this area 
could be considered to be developed into a 
public access site which would allow travelers 
to spend time in the community of Paradise, as 
well as provide services to the larger boating 
community.  With public toilets located at the 
Sawmill Park a connection and access to the 
shoreline would fill this need. 

Access H Whitefish Pt. Harbor of 
Refuge 

Whitefish Township 
Community Center 

11.37 This gap between access points could be cut in 
half with development of an access point in 
the community of Paradise.   Improvement of 
existing waterfront at the Community Center 
to allow access from the water is needed.  A 
collaborative effort between the CCRC and 
Township is needed to re-purpose the adjacent 
parcel of land into a waterfront park.   

Access I Tahquamenon 
Rivermouth Boat Launch 

Bark Dock 17.87 With State and federal land dispersed camping 
is allowed, however, the designation and 
promotion of one or two areas would help 
reduce the human footprint on this wilderness 
area.  There is an opportunity to work with the 
Tribal communities in the development of 
authentic native structures that could be used 
as shelters in a designated low-impact access 
site.   
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Gap Zone From To Distance 
(miles) 

Enhancement Analysis 

Camp J Tahquamenon 
Rivermouth Campground 

Bay View Campground 22.95 The shoreline between these two campgrounds 
is State and federal land.  Dispersed/primitive 
camping is allowed according the guidelines 
set by each agency.  Pull-off areas along the 
Whitefish Scenic Byway allow for dispersed 
camping on south side of the road.  Providing 
kayak storage facility at one or more of these 
areas would give a water trail user the security 
of leaving their boat on the beach to camp 
across the road. 

Access K Naomikong Overlook Pendills Creek Fish 
Hatchery 

9.67 The wilderness area between these two points 
is under federal management, a designation of 
a rest area with restroom facility would help 
minimize the human impact on the land and 
natural resources.  There is an opportunity to 
work with the Tribal communities in the 
development of authentic native structures 
that could be used as shelters in a designated 
low-impact access site.   

Access L Big Pine Picnic Area Iroquois Pt. Lighthouse 7.15 The shoreline between these two access sites 
contains little to no state land.  An additional 
rest area located between these two points 
would address this gap in facilities and it may 
be necessary to identify possible private 
campgrounds/resorts to fill this gap. 

Access M Round Island Nature 
Preserve 

Sherman Park 7.53 There is a section of state land between these 
two points that has the potential to develop 
into a water access point rest area. 

Camp N Brimley State Park Sherman Park 11.22 Not much over the 10 mile criteria, an 
additional access site for primitive, low-impact 
camping on piece of State land would fill this 
need. 
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RECOMMENDED SITE IMPROVEMENTS 

 In addition to the above suggested zone enhancements the following table provides suggestions for amenities or improvement each 
site: 
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1. Bayshore Park *    *  *    * 
2. Cemetery Road End   *        * 
3. Lake Superior State Forest Campground  *  *       * 
4. Perry's Landing   * *  *     * 
5. Muskallonge Lake State Park *   *   *    * 
6. Mouth of the Two Hearted River State Forest 
Campground & Boat Launch *   * *      * 

7. Little Lake Harbor  *   *      * 
8. Crisp Point Lighthouse  *  *    *  * * 
9. Vermilion Nature Preserve  *      *   * 
10. Whitefish Township Owned Property   *   *  *   * 
11. Whitefish Point Light Station  *     *    * 
12. Whitefish Point Harbor  *  * *  * *  * * 
13. Whitefish Township Community Center   *  *       
14. Whitefish Bay Picnic Area  *          
15. Tahquamenon Rivermouth Boat Launch *   * *     * * 
16. Tahquamenon Rivermouth Campground  *         * 
17. Bark Dock  *  *        
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18. Byway Pull-off   *     *    
19. Shallows Parking Area  *  *        
20. Naomikong Overlook  *  *    *   * 
21. Salt Point Road End  *         * 

22. Narrows East and West  *  *       * 

23. Pendills Creek Fish Hatchery *   *   *   * * 

24. Bay View Campground *   *      * * 

25. Big Pines Picnic Area  *        * * 

26. Access Road End  *  *   *    * 

27. Bay Mills Township Lake Superior Access   *        * 

28. Point Iroquois Lighthouse *   *   *   * * 

29. Bay Mills Riverview RV Campground  *  *   *    * 

30. Bay Mills Point Boat Launch  *         * 
31. Bay Mills Resort & Casino *   * *  *    * 
32. Superior Township Park *   * * * *   * * 
33. Brimley State Park *   *        
34. Round Island Nature Conservancy   *   *  * * * * 

35. Forest Road End   *         

36. Sherman Park *   *   *    * 

37. Ashmun Bay Park  *   * * *   * * 
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OBJECTIVE THREE:  IMPLEMENTATION  

 

Based on review of existing facilities and input from regular water trail users, a number of recommendations in 

four categories were made for the Lake Superior East Water Trail: Facilities, Resources, Partnerships and Promotion. 

• FACILITIES – Develop or designate drop-in/dedicated water trail campsites to fill in areas of gaps over 10 miles 
and gaps in access sites every 5 miles. 
  

• RESOURCES – Provide downloadable maps and GPS coordinates for the trail, readily available information or 
links.  
 

• PARTNERSHIPS – Work with tourism bureaus, local land owners, businesses and paddling organizations to improve 
and promote all aspects of water trails.  
 

• PROMOTION – Ensure tourism websites and other related websites point to “upwatertrails.org”. 

 

To move the recommendations forward, a number of specific action items have been identified. To support the 

action items this plan will be distributed to local governments so they can consider inclusion in their master and 

recreational plans.  

 
Facilities:  
Action Item: EUPRP&DC will send a letter and a copy of this plan with an Appendix of sample recreation language to 
local units of government and other State and federal agencies to encourage them to include water trail facilities and 
projects in recreation plans/site management plans. Timeline: Letter October-December, 2015, Projects Ongoing. 
  
Resources:  
Action Item: EUPRP&DC will launch the “upwatertrails.org” website that will include an interactive storyboard map 
and GPS coordinates. Timeline: December, 2015 
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Promotion:  
Action Item: The water trail and website will be promoted throughout the region, State, nation and world via outreach 
(press release and social media) with user groups and tourism organizations.  Timeline: 2015-2017 
  
Partnerships:  

Action Item: EUPRP&DC will continue to work with the Lake Superior Watershed Conservancy and local partners in 
assisting with grant research, bulk amenity orders, providing GIS information for sign development, etc. in the 
continued growth and development of the Lake Superior East Water Trail. Timeline: Ongoing 

 

OBJECTIVE FOUR:  WEBSITE DEVELOPMENT 

 

 EUPRP&DC contracted with Gaslight Media in the development of the “upwatertrails.org” website.  In addition 

to information about the Lake Superior Water Trail, public access sites and amenities, the website contains information 

on paddling safety, customs and borders, ferry and freighter lanes, resource lists, and local history and culture stories.  

In addition, the website will contain links to local information and websites that will provide all the information a 

visitor will need to plan a trip along the water trail in this region.  

 EUPRP&DC will maintain this website into the future relying on local partners for updates annually.  As well as 

keeping our own website, information gathered will be entered into the Michigan Great Lakes Water Trail website.
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APPENDIX A 

PROJECT PARTNERS ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

EUPRP&DC 

    

Staff:     E. Benoit, R. Bolen, A. Williams, 
N. Fazer, N. Coon, U. Miguel Andres,  

H. Tasiemski 

 

Sault Tribe of Chippewa Indians 

  W. Hoffman, Transportation Planner 

  K. Gravelle, Tribal Councilperson 

  T. Jones, Intern 

 

Lake Superior State Watershed Conservancy 

  R. O’Gawa 

  M.E. Szadkowski 

 

State of Michigan MDNR Park Managers 

 J. Dzelak, Muskallonge Lake State Park 

 C. Krepps, Tahquamenon Falls State Park 

 S. Slavin/C. Butcher, Brimley State Park 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Federal Agencies 

 US Fish and Wildlife Service – 

    Pendills Creek Fish Hatchery 

 US Hiawatha National Forest 

 US Coast Guard 

 US Army Corps of Engineers 

 

Local Community Partners 

Luce County 

McMillan Township 

Chippewa County 

Whitefish Township 

Bay Mills Township 

Bay Mills Indian Community 

Superior Township 

Soo Township 

City of Sault Ste. Marie 

 

Other Agencies 

 Luce County Historical Society 

 Chippewa Co. Historical Society 
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 PROJECT PARTNERS ACKNOWLEDGEMENT CONTINUED 
Other Agencies continued 

 

Tahquamenon Area Recreation Authority 

Chippewa-Luce-Mackinac Conservation District 

Newberry Area Chamber of Commerce 

Paradise Area Chamber of Commerce 

Sault Ste. Marie Visitor and Convention Bureau 

Sault Ste. Marie Chamber of Commerce 

Brimley-Bay Mills Historical Research Society 

Little Traverse Land Conservancy 

Friends of Crisp Point Lighthouse  

Friends of Pendills Creek Fish Hatchery 

North Country Trail - Hiawatha Shore to Shore Chapter 

Superior Shores Trail Group 

 

Volunteers 

 Wayne Barry 

 Jack Gardener  

 Dennis Dougherty 

 Wilda & Ken Hopper 
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APPENDIX B 

Local Recreation Plan Model Language 

Lake Superior Water Trail 

This model language was developed by the Eastern U.P. Regional Planning and Development Commission with support 
from the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality Office of the Great Lakes Coastal Zone Management Program.   

The language may be considered for use in local recreation or master plans as a means to support local water trail 
planning and implementation efforts.   

A standard definition of a water trail is provided along with brief summaries for the Lake Superior East Water Trail 
segment in the Eastern U.P. of Michigan.   

Also provided is a suite of language options that can be considered for adoption in local Recreation Plans under the 
categories of Resource Inventory, Vision, Goals and Objectives and Action Program.   

Standard Water Trail Definition  

Water trails are recreational routes on waterways with a network of public access points supported by broad-based 
community partnerships. Water trails provide both conservation and recreational opportunities (NPS, MIDNR). 

Lake Superior Heritage Coast Water Trail 

The total Lake Superior Heritage Coast Water Trail (present name) spans more than 1,600 miles of Lake Superior 
shoreline (including islands) and encompasses two countries, three states, one province and many First Nations.   

When completed, the Lake Superior Heritage Coast Water Trail will offer safe, legal and adequate access around the 
three Great Lakes States of Michigan, Wisconsin, Minnesota and the Province of Ontario, Canada.  The 1,600+ mile long 
Lake Superior Heritage Coast Water Trail will be the longest continuous loop water trail in the world.   
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The Lake Superior Watershed Conservancy (LSWC), (www.lakesuperiorconservancy.org) a bi-national organization, 
has taken the lead administrative role in coordinating communities and regions around the Lake in the planning, 
implementation and promotion of the total Lake Superior Heritage Coast Water Trail vision.  LSWC is initiating 
meetings to implement the water trail, which is modeled after the former Great Lakes Heritage Coast. 

Lake Superior Heritage Coast Water Trail Segments  

Lake Superior Water Trail – Ontario, Canada 

The Lake Superior Water Trail from Sault Ste. Marie to Thunder Bay is approximately 500 miles (800 km) and set in one 
of the most beautiful and ecologically important landscapes in Canada. The Lake Superior Heritage Coast Water Trail 
has become the “jewel” in the Trans Canada Trail (TCT), a land/water trail that crosses Canada from coast to coast.  
As a section of the total almost 1,500 mile (24,000 km) TCT, the Lake Superior Water Trail is scheduled for opening flag 
raising ceremonies across the Shoreline to coincide with Canada’s celebration of its sesquicentennial anniversary of 
Confederation, July 1, 2017. 

Lake Superior Water Trail - Minnesota 

Established by the Minnesota Legislature in 1993, the Minnesota portion of the Lake Superior Water Trail extends from 
the St. Louis Bay in Duluth to the Pigeon River on the Canadian border, a distance of approximately 150 miles. The 
development and maintenance of the Water Trail is a joint effort of the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 
and the Lake Superior Water Trail Association of Minnesota. 

Lake Superior Water Trail - Wisconsin 

The Wisconsin segment of the Lake Superior Water Trail covers more than 400 miles of diverse shoreline from the City 
of Superior to the Montreal River at the Michigan border.  The trail was formed on the philosophy that low-impact 
recreational use and stewardship of the land and water protects local, natural and cultural resources. The 
development of the trail has been done in conjunction with the Rivers, Trails and Conservation Assistance Program of 
the National Park Service, as well as with the Inland Sea Society. 
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Lake Superior Water Trail - Western Upper Peninsula  

The Western UP segment of the Lake Superior water trail segment features 319 miles of shoreline from the 
Michigan/Wisconsin border on the west to the Baraga County/Marquette County line on the east.  Varying from sandy 
beach to rocky shore and everything in between, the shoreline is ecologically rich and offers a very scenic landscape, much 
of it undeveloped and only accessible from the water. 

Lake Superior Water Trail - Central Upper Peninsula  

Running 120 miles from Big Bay to Grand Marais, Michigan on Lake Superior’s south shore, the Hiawatha Water Trail 
(HWT) offers 19 public access sites, 23 water accessible campgrounds as well as many nearby inland campgrounds, 
connecting communities across the central U.P. 

Lake Superior Water Trail - Eastern Upper Peninsula  

Continuing the Water Trail from Grand Marais, Michigan to Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan this 113 mile section connects 
three counties, two tribes and four communities along the south shore of Lake Superior.  This segment of trail offers 37 
public access points to Lake Superior which include public boat launches and campgrounds, as well as, public beaches, 
parks or road ends.  Inventory and gap analysis planning was completed in 2015 by EUPRP&DC. 

Resource Inventory 

The following is a broad summary of resources that exist in some form throughout the entire length of the Lake 
Superior Water Trail, and provides a brief snapshot of how local communities’ recreational assets relate to a larger 
system. 

Lake Superior - The presence of Lake Superior is an obvious water resource for communities and the entire State.  
Lake Superior is the largest Great Lake by surface area and the largest freshwater lake in the world.  Lake Superior 
contains 10% of all the earth's fresh surface water.  The Lake Superior Water Trail provides the public with access to 
the shoreline and to connecting rivers and lakes.  

Coastal Dunes - The windswept dunes gracing Michigan’s Great Lakes Shoreline represent the largest collection of 
freshwater dunes in the world. The diversity of environmental elements wildlife, topographic relief, vegetation, 
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habitats, and climatic conditions occurring within these landforms represent a phenomenon unique to the State of 
Michigan (MDNR). The presence of the Lake Superior Water Trail along the shoreline provides trail users with unique 
opportunities to experience this resource. Along the trail, there are numerous locations where sand dunes can be found 
and enjoyed in a way that is not disruptive to the fragile dune habitat.   

Parks, Campgrounds, and Natural Areas - Michigan is home to over 240 state parks and campgrounds.   A person in 
the State is never more than six miles from a natural water source or more than 87.2 miles from a Great Lakes 
shoreline.  Along the Lake Superior shoreline, there are approximately twenty state parks and campgrounds, one 
national park, one national historic park, one national lakeshore, two national forest and numerous local municipal 
parks, private parks and campgrounds. Each of these areas offer unique amenities including camp grounds, trails and 
pathways, designated biking and mountain biking areas, hunting lands, and fishing facilities.   

Cultural Sites - Many sites along Michigan’s Lake Superior Shoreline are designated by the National Parks Service as 
Historic Places. Some of these nationally designated historic places are lighthouses. Michigan has the most lighthouses 
of any state, many of which offer trail users tour opportunities to walk out and take in a view of Lake Superior or the 
vastness of the shoreline (Pure Michigan). The Michigan State Historic Preservation Office has also designated historic 
sites along the shoreline, providing informational markers at many sites. Many sites are private, but markers have been 
erected at sites of shipwrecks, historically significant buildings or homes, lighthouses, and at other significant historic 
or archeological sites along the shoreline.   

Transportation:   

Great Lakes Circle Tour – The Great Lakes Circle Tour is a designated, scenic road system connecting all of the Great 
Lakes and the St. Lawrence River. The Circle Tour road route is over 6,500 miles and is marked by distinctive green and 
white signs usually along the closest major road or highway to the Great Lakes shorelines. The tour was established by 
the Great Lakes Commission in cooperation with its eight member states and the province of Ontario, promoting travel 
and tourism along the shores of “North America’s Fresh Coast.”  
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Major Interstates or State Routes -  Interstate 75 is the major north/south highway in the Eastern Upper Peninsula 
connecting Michigan’s two peninsulas via the Mackinac Bridge and the Upper Peninsula to Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario, 
Canada via the Sault Ste. Marie International Bridge.  State Highway M-28 is the major transit highway traveling east-
west across the northern side of the U.P. parallel to the Lake Superior shoreline.   Eight additional state/national 
highways spur north from Highway M-28 up to Lake Superior south shore communities. One of these spurs, US-41, is 
designated as a National Scenic Byway (http://www.coppercountrytrail.org/).  State Highway M-123 is designated as a 
State Scenic Byway (http://www.explorem123.com).   In the eastern U.P. the Whitefish Bay Scenic Byway route 
http://scenicbyways.info/byway/10782.html) runs parallel to the Lake Superior shoreline.  Numerous other local 
paved, gravel and two-track roads run parallel or provide access to the shoreline.     

Transit Systems – There are eight transit systems that operate in non-urbanized communities along the lakeshore 
some of which are advanced reservation or demand response systems. Many of these transit systems provide access to 
the shoreline. Operating frequencies and hours vary widely.  Most do not offer Sunday service or service on that day is 
limited.  Indian Trails bus line offers passenger routes across the Upper Peninsula.   

Airports – Three major commercial airports service the Upper Peninsula providing access to Lake Superior shoreline. 

Ferries – Four ferry services provide passenger service on Lake Superior offering connections to Grand Island and Isle 
Royale National Park. 

Vision  

The vision of the Lake Superior Heritage Coast is to partner with communities, aboriginal peoples, resource industries, 
interested groups and levels of government to preserve the Coast in its wild and pristine state, protecting and restoring 
its ecological diversity and scenic beauty, while providing outdoor recreation and tourism opportunities to help create 
stronger, more diversified economies in coastal communities. Through cooperation, the coast will remain an 
outstanding, high quality natural resource and become one of the premier tourist destinations in the world. 
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Goals and Objectives  

Goal:  Embrace National Park Service National Water Trail Best Management Practice (BMP) criteria 

Objectives 

A. Establish public access points that provide recreational opportunities that accommodate a diversity of trip 
lengths and provide access to a variety of opportunities for recreation and education   

B. Provide trail users with opportunities to learn about the value of water resources, cultural heritage, 
boating skills, and outdoor ethics  

C. Provide opportunities for communities to develop and implement strategies that enhance and restore the 
health of local waterways and surrounding lands 

D. Encourage community support and advocacy for maintenance and stewardship of the water trail  
E. Provide public with accessible and understandable water trail information, including details for 

identifying access and trail routes; cultural, historic, and natural features; hazards; and water quality. 
Promote the water trail to the community and broad world audience  

F. Demonstrate ability to support routine and long-term maintenance investments on the water trail and 
construct, design, and maintain facilities incorporating sustainability principles.  

G. Maintain a water trail plan that describes a vision, desired future conditions, and strategies to strengthen 
best management practices   

 

Goal:  Follow guidelines and enhancement recommendations contained in the Lake Superior East Water Trail Plan 

Objectives 

A. Provide Lake Superior East Water Trail users access to the shoreline every five miles along the Lake 
Superior shoreline and/or in connecting rivers, lakes and harbors 

B. Provide Lake Superior East Water Trail users access to restroom facilities every five miles  
C. Ensure camping or paddler-friendly lodging a minimum of every ten miles along the Lake Superior East 

Water Trail  
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Action Program  

Water Trail Development and Enhancements 

A. Develop and install coordinated, interpretive signage and route markers (flags) visible from the water for 
water trail users 

B. Install amenities for the water trail users as identified:  Restroom Facilities, EZ Access Dock, Boat 
Storage/Locker 

C. Install or improve additional amenities such as primitive camping areas in identified gaps, picnic facilities, 
waste and recycling containers, potable water sources 

D. Seek opportunities to acquire land to provide additional access to the Lake Superior East Water Trail/Lake 
Superior Water Trail to meet the NPS standards 

E. Seek opportunities to acquire land for additional parks with a special interest in Lake Superior and the 
Lake Superior East Water Trail, river frontage, wetlands and other natural areas 

F. Participate in regional planning in the development of coordinated promotional brochures and maps 
G. Participate in maintenance and update of  local information into a regional water trail website 
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APPENDIX C 

LONG TERM STRATEGY FOR SUSTAINABILITY 

The LSWT is both rooted in and dependent upon a commitment by community partners. While economic benefits are 
both possible and plausible, the benefits of the water trail are far-reaching and rich in social, cultural and 
environmental opportunities as well. The social, cultural, healthy living, and active transportation opportunities are 
robust and will continue to surface as collaborative engagement, mapping, exploration, and education during the 
planning, implementation and long-term sustainability of the LSWT.   

LSWT creates links between the water trail, land trails and local communities and businesses.  The real and potential 
economic benefits include increased tourism, attraction of new visitors to the area with economic spin-offs for local 
businesses. Water travelers along the shores of Lake Superior will need to have access to rest areas along the route. 
These rest areas can provide opportunities for travelers to have clean restrooms, picnic tables, safety and travel 
information about Lake Superior and connections to local businesses. 

The Lake Superior Water Trail community partners will be responsible for the development, operation and 
maintenance of the identified access points with support from Lake Superior Watershed Conservancy (LSWC).  
Community partners will prepare the site for installation of the amenities, including concrete slabs if needed. Other 
maintenance responsibilities may include, but are not limited to: [only those that apply] 

• Daily inspection of the site and washroom cleaning 
• Weekly refuse and recycling removal 
• General maintenance, including grass cutting and clearing debris 
• Off-season storage of tables, universal dock and flag 

The goal of the project is to establish coordinated, easily identifiable signage and/or route markers (flags) on the south 
shore of Lake Superior.  Additional amenities have been identified from input of trail users.  The following catalogue of 
amenities has been developed by the Lake Superior Watershed Conservancy: 
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1.  Signage 
Primary Access Site 

The signage will tell an ongoing story as people visit each access point along the Lake Superior Water Trail.  

The first two panels although relatively similar from access point to access point will still have unique character through the photography.  

The LSWT 3-sided Signage Kiosk  

Panel 1 The Big Picture   

• inset map of  local segment within the total LSWT trail 
• all communities marked 
• LSWT priority access points highlighted 
• Secondary access points indicated 
• Interesting Facts about Lake Superior  
• Photography individual to each location. 
• QR Code linked to LSWT 

Panel 2 Safety 

• Elements common to the entire LSWT experience 
• Required Equipment 
• Appropriate Skills 
• Graphics/photos of Lake Hazards: currents, seiches, rebounding 

waves etc.  
• Disclaimer for LSWC and Local Partner 

Panel 3 Local You-Are-Here 

• Telling the Local Story in words, photos, maps highlighting the cultural, natural, historical elements of the local Trail 
experiences. 

• Nearby Water Trails and Hiking Trails 
• QR Code linked to Local Services and Products 
• Local Safety Info – ex.  

o Shipping channel and marina traffic. 
o  Exposure to Wind and Waves. 
o  River current meets lake waves. 

o  Rebounding waves on eastern shore headlands. 
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Secondary Access Site Signage 

A smaller one-panel sign with LSWT logo and local information.  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Emergency Access Site Trail Marker 

A small sign with the LSWT logo visible by water to mark the site. 
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2. Flag 
 

The LSWC has developed a prototype of a flag to be flown at primary access sites. 
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3.  Restroom Facilities 
 

To protect our precious resources, consideration should be given to establishing restroom facilities every 5 miles along the trail for the 
water traveler.  Many of the access sites have such facilities. There are many types of facilities, from porta johns or pit toilets to modern 
facilities.  In the remote areas a composting toilet is recommended. 
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4. Secure Kayak and Canoe Storage 
The 

Benefits of a Secure Canoe/Kayak Locker: The following statements from paddlers show the need for such an amenity if the goal is to provide 
opportunities for a water trail user to explore inland. 
 

• Jon Farchmin, Avid Paddler Duluth MN, Minnesota Lake Superior Water Trail 

“One example where we would have used a kayak locker. We were staying at the Sunset Motel in Munising, which is around a 1.5 mile paddle 
to the public landing on the lakeside area of downtown. We wanted to paddle to the downtown area for supper but did not for we would have 
had to leave our kayaks unattended while we ate. Instead, we drove. Putting up lockers at public landings near retail and eating 
establishments would encourage kayakers to travel there by water and shop/eat.” 
 

• Greg Wright, Executive Director North House Folk School, Grand Marais MN, Minnesota Lake Superior Water Trail 

“A kayak-canoe rack/storage system like this is an intriguing solution to the question of how to help make paddlers and communities fit 
together effortlessly.” 

 
• Gail Green, Kayak Instructor & Guide and Director of Living Adventure Inc., Apostle Islands National Lakeshore Bayfield, WI  

“The kayak lock-ups are definitely needed and would give the versatility to those on the trail that want to wander away from guarding their 
kayaks; terrific idea.” 

 
• Jason K. Laumann, Senior Planner, Northwest Regional Planning Commission, Spooner, Wisconsin, Wisconsin Lake Superior Water Trail 
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“Paddler amenities at access points greatly enhance the user experience and are critical to attracting the paddling public to the water trail. 
For access sites within communities, secure kayak storage facilities (lockers) are essential, especially in cases where the user experience may 
include off-water activities such as shopping, dining, lodging or other tourism-related activities.” 
 

• Sam Crowley, Owner Operator Kayak Guide Instructor Trainer Sea Kayak 
Specialists, Marquette Michigan, Hiawatha Water Trail  

“Kayak lockers are like a lock on a car. They enable paddlers to resupply, get a 
hot meal, stay at a hotel, etc., all the while having peace of mind that their 
equipment is safe.” 
 

• “I have paddled past many communities in my travels because of concerns 
of having equipment stolen. Provide a place to secure my kayak & gear, I 
will stop & explore.” 

 
• “We look at kayak lockers as enabling paddlers to visit communities. The 

primary focus for a thru paddler is food (i.e. resupply, a change from 
camp food, a treat like beer or ice cream, etc.) as well as replacing lost or 
broken equipment. After needed items are secured, exploring a town for 
what it offers, be it historical, social and/or tourist can become some of 
the most memorable times. Finally, for a number of folks, it will be a 
break from tenting and camp food by staying at a B&B or hotel and eating at restaurants. Being able to secure your boat and 
equipment makes this all possible. Without it, paddlers will rarely feel comfortable with their equipment unsecured and will look to 
move on shortly.” 

 
• “For my paddles, I prefer wilderness settings. But on several trips, such as 
paddling from Helsinki to Stockholm, or around Ireland, pulling into a town was 
necessary to resupply. When solo, I was rarely farther than a few minutes from 
the boat and with a group, someone was left to ‘stand guard’ over the boats. The 
risk of having the trip end suddenly due to theft or damage was not worth risk.  
We didn’t stop for more than what was minimally needed. There was one time on 
the Ireland trip when I did leave my boat.  I pulled into a hostel to wait for 
favorable conditions. Being able to secure my boat & gear in the hostel’s garage, 
enabled three days of being in town for groceries, meals and browsing the tourist 
shops. It was one of the few places where I visited all of the local businesses. 
When paddling Ontario’s Lake Superior shoreline, I rarely stop at a town unless I 
am putting in or taking out. Without being able to secure my gear, I don’t want 
to risk it. 
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5. EZ Dock for Universal Access 
Universal Access = Access for Everyone. This modular system is adaptable to all different sites. There are several other varieties of Universal 
Access Docks available as well.  

                                             

 (PHOTO AU TRAIN BAY, LAKE 
SUPERIOR) 

 
 
 

 

6. Universal-Access Paths and Tables  
Universal Access is necessary in order to be welcoming and ADA-compliant. Here are a few 
examples of amenities which increase access for all potential users:  

 

Universal access picnic table: 

Signature Series Picnic Tables  8’ ADA Accessible 
–portable, Heavy Duty Frame, Wheelchiar 
accessibility on both ends, Seats and Tops coated 
in rugged Plastisol, Framework coated in powder 
coating 

Beach Rings 2: Lightweight and portable for easy installation and storage, protects fragile 
invironments while enabling access for wheelchairs and strollers. Easy to clean, simply sweep them 
off. 
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7. Trash/Recycling Receptacles 
In order to maintain a clean and orderly site, especially in higher-traffic areas where not all visitors may abide by Leave No Trace Principles, 
trash and recycling receptacles are a must. Pictured below are a Duel Garbage and Recycling Container and a Single Haul All Bear Proof 
Garbage and Recycling Container.  

 

8. Dog Waste Receptacles 
More Americans than ever are traveling with their pets, 
and by providing waste disposal for their guests, sites 
enable environmentally responsible enjoyment of our 
natural resources. Amenities like the one pictured here 
facilitate easy maintenance and a clean, friendly location 
for people and dogs alike.  
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9. Promotional Brochures 
 
Regional promotional brochures bring our new trail to the attention of the public and bring a clear, concise, and 
comprehensive message to potential water trail users. All of the information they may need, in an easy-to-carry 
pamphlet.  
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10. Camping Area 
 

With large gaps between public campgrounds, development of designated primitive camping areas may be necessary to 
reduce the human foot print on the land.   Currently, long distance water trail travelers probably stop and make camp 
wherever they feel like landing in a remote area.  Building and promoting a designated area, directs people to one spot 
there by reducing the impact.  Typical paddlers follow the low-impact, leave-no-trace ethics, but as the water trail 
concept grows, the more people that use it, the greater potential for a negative impact on the environment. 
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APPENDIX D 
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